

















Photograph 60. Detail of entry area,
Officers’ Quarters.
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Photograph 61. Window detail, NCO Quarters.
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Photograph 62. Garage door, Officers’
Quarters.
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likely not work as well on these smaller buildings. The warmth of wooden windows is an
important and appealing part of these various homes.

6.4. Features and Elements

The NCO quarters are simple structures with few decorative elements or features. The character
of these building is defined in their basic form as well as their clustering in a unified streetscape.

The officers’ quarters, by contrast, are much more complex buildings. The core of these
buildings from an architectural standpoint is the central entry. Several elements give focus to the
central entry. One such element is an unusual solid porch support with porthole openings; it is
shown in Photograph 56. Also shown in that photograph is a column of small windows that
light the stairwell. Another notable feature, present on all officers’ quarters in the area, are the
original copper gutters and downspouts.

In summary, the notable architectural features of the Residential Area include:
e Solid porch supports with portholes, present on officers’ quarters.

e Column of windows to light the staircases in the officers’ quarters.
e Original copper gutters and downspouts.
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7. MAJOR STREETSCAPE AND LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS OF THE NAS ALAMEDA
HISTORIC DISTRICT

The NAS Alameda Historic District includes the bulk of the original late-1930s air station,
including the principal buildings and open spaces between and among them. The buildings were
arranged in a formal plan, built around strong axes that intersect at key buildings. This type of
plan is typically called “orthogonal,” referring to the strong, straight lines that define the
placement of buildings, streets, and landscape elements.

The key elements of the plan of the NAS Alameda Historic District are five important axes: a
north-south axis on Second and Third streets, connecting the gate house (Buildings 30 and 31)
with the Headquarters Building (Building 1); a strong east-west axis, connecting Buildings 2, 3,
and 4 on the west with Buildings 16 and 18 along Third Street; strong axes along the edges of the
hangars, on First Street and Avenue F; and informal, non-orthogonal axes at the edges of the
residential area.

All of these axes, others than those along the taxiways and parking aprons, are characterized by
mature landscaping. A detailed plant list was not compiled as part of this guide. Common sense
dictates that these mature landscape elements should always be considered part of the character-
defining qualities of the historic district, because they add to the historical sense of the area, the
sense that the area has been occupied and use for many years.

7.1. Axis Connecting the Gate House and Administration Building

The landscaped allee along Second and Third streets between the Gate House and the
Administration Building is by far the most dramatic element of the plan of NAS Alameda.
Symbolically, it is the intended grand entrance to the facility, leading from the main gate to
Building 1, the command center for the base. The entry corridor is entirely open space, although
now dotted with mature trees.

As noted earlier, if there is a flaw to this plan, it is that the landscape element is foo grand,
creating such a vast open space that the focal buildings (the sentry house and Headquarters) may
hardly be seen from one another. Photograph 63 is a view along this corridor, looking to
Building 1. Nonetheless, the space clearly offers a dramatic view and frames the important
buildings along it.

7.2. Axis Leading to Buildings 2, 3, and 4, and to Buildings 16 and 18.

This axis intersects with the aforementioned entry axis, creating two long landscaped corridors,
visible from the key intersection point in the center of an island, created by Second and Third
streets and the two smaller streets, which are aligned with Buildings 2 and 4. Again, the vistas

85



Photograph 63. View along Second-Third
street corridor.
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are so long that it is difficult to see buildings from this vantage point; Building 3, the focus of
this corridor is shown in Photograph 64. The open space island affords a pleasant view as well
to the buildings east of Third Street: Buildings 16, 18, and 94.

The area framed by Buildings 2, 3, and 4 has long been used as a drill area and recreational area
for the barracks. As such, it is more informally landscaped than the north-south allee and
includes some recreational structures.

7.3. Axes Aligning with the Hangars

The importance of these alignments were discussed earlier, with respect to the hangars. Some of
the most dramatic vistas of the historic district are found in the hangars area, as illustrated in
Photographs 36 and 37. Interesting views are afforded along either side of the hangars and from
the hangars to the harbor area. To an extent not present in the Administrative Core, the
buildings help define these axes, framing all views along the edges of these buildings and from
the buildings to the Bay.

7.4. Axes in the Residential Area.

The rigid, orthogonal plan of the historic district is relaxed in the residential area. The setting for
the residential area has been compromised, to some extent, by new construction at the edges of
the historic quarters. Nonetheless, the original may easily be perceived, by reference to a map of
the area or in observations made on the ground.

The officers’ quarters were laid out on curving streets, similar in many respects to post-war
suburban residential tract development. The large homes are set back from the street, also in the
manner of an affluent suburb. Mature landscaping accentuates the suburban feel of the area. A
typical streetscape in this area is shown in Photograph 65.

The NCO housing, by contrast in laid out on straight line streets, with very narrow setbacks, as
shown in Photograph 66. The two areas -- officers’ quarters and NCO quarters -- are divided
by a subtle but effective separation, created by a park on Alameda and Pensacola streets. It is
shown in Photograph 67. The streets at either side of the park veer into the two areas, one into
the officers’ quarters, the other into the NCO quarters, but do not intersect, i.e. there is no direct
passage from one area to the next. The only connection between the two is by the major
thoroughfare, Fifth Street.
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Photograph 64. View along landscaped area leading to
Building 3.

Photograph 65. Streetscape in officers’ quarters area, along
Seattle Street.
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Photograph 67. Streetscape, park at Officers’ Quarters and
NCO quarters.
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7.5. Character Defining Elements and Design Review Considerations for the Plan and
Streetscapes of the Historic District.

The layout of the historic district was as much a part of the plan for the base as were the
architectural plans for the individual buildings. The layout has some symbolic meaning,
providing focus, for example, for the key buildings. The plan also helps to accentuate the
architectural character of the buildings, offering grand vistas framed by the buildings themselves.

The key elements of the plan are:

Grand open space connecting the main gate and building 1.

Grand open space leading to Buildings 2, 3, and 4.

Dramatic vistas in the hangars area.

Plan of the residential area, including the important park are at Pensacola and Alameda
streets.

Mature landscaping in all areas other than the hangars.

The design review considerations relate to protection of these key elements of the plan.

New construction should be discouraged along any of the referenced open spaces and vista
points.

In the residential areas, setbacks should be maintained to preserve the general character of the
area. -

The park formed by Pensacola and Alameda should be protected, in part to preserve the plan
and in part to protect a key amenity of this housing area. This amenity is particularly
important for the value of the NCO quarters, which are otherwise quite cramped and
crowded, with minimal setbacks and small lot sizes.

In all areas, mature landscaping should be regarded as an asset, not only from the historical
standpoint but from a general aesthetic standpoint as well.

The informal landscape area between Buildings 2 and 4 should be regarded as an area that is
amenable to upgrading, from informal to more formal status. This type of design work,
however, should be submitted to a landscape architect with experience in and respect for
historic landscapes and upgraded in a manner consistent with landscape designs elsewhere in
the historic district.
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